3.1 How can I be sure the Holy Spirit will lead us in dynamic corporate prayer?
Please consider one of the craziest statements Jesus ever made. He is with His disciples the night before
He will be crucified. It is what we call the Upper Room Discourse of John 13-17. In John 16:7 He says,
“But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will
not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”
If the disciples were at all drowsy that night, I am sure this statement woke them right up. “What? We
have spent three years with this man and we are now convinced he really is God in human flesh, and He is
now telling us that it is good for us that He leaves! How can that be?” Is it really better to have the Spirit
of God in us than to have the Son of God with us? That is clearly what Jesus taught.
Obviously, Jesus knew what He was talking about. It really is better to be a temple of the Holy Spirit,
in which the God-head in the form of His Spirit dwells in us, than to be simply a witness to what Jesus did
when He was on earth. The key difference is that now Jesus is not only with us everywhere we go, but is
in us and can direct us from our innermost being.
Based upon this truth, the Scriptures tell us that it is right for us to develop a conviction that the Holy
Spirit will guide us. Consider the following verses and thoughts.
The key to what is known as the “Good Shepherd” chapter – John 10 – seems to revolve around the fact
that Jesus and His sheep can and do hear each other’s voices. Notice especially verses 3, 5, 16, and 27.
Jesus is still the Good Shepherd and He still wants us, through His Holy Spirit, to “hear His voice.”
Romans 8:14 says, “…because those who are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God.” One of the
evidences of being a true child of God, of receiving eternal life from Him, is that we now follow the
leadership of the Spirit of God.
In Galatians 5, capping off a key passage on living by the Spirit rather than by our own sinful desires,
Paul instructs us that, “Since we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit” (v. 25). Again,
based upon the life we have received from the Holy Spirit, we are now invited to live that out by keeping
pace with Him. The Holy Spirit is committed to helping us keep in step with what He is doing and saying.
The most often repeated phrase of the New Testament is always stated by Jesus. Seven times in the
Gospels and seven times in the book of Revelation Jesus says, “He who has an ear to hear, let Him hear...”
Jesus wants us, as His followers, to hear what He is saying.
We are living in a culture today that thinks it is weird and even dangerous to think that a person can
actually hear God’s voice. And I am very aware of the abuses that have taken place under the guise of,
“hearing God’s voice.” But this is a case when we dare not throw the baby out with the bath water! We
can enter into a serious error on this topic if we move too far either one way or the other. We dare not think
that God is silent today, and we dare not think that every thought we have is the result of something He has
said to us. We must walk in a careful, prayerful balance.
But Scripture gives clear indication that we can be confident that as we live our lives and as we seek to
lead others in prayer, the Holy Spirit not only is “out there somewhere” but that He is dwelling inside of us
and wants to lead us in the process.
➢ Blessed by Doing – Tell the Lord you really do trust the Holy Spirit and will seek to be sensitive to His
leadership, especially as you facilitate prayer.

